
CITY OF GARDNER, MASSACHUSETTS 
CITY COUNCIL FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday – January 15, 2020 – 12:00 PM 
City Council Chamber - City Hall 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

AGENDA 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPEN MEETING RECORDINGS 
Any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to 
reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the 
meeting. Any person intending to make such recording shall notify the Chair forthwith. All Documents and exhibits used or referenced at the meeting 
must be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become part of the Meeting Minutes. 
 
1-1 Review and Approval of the December 11, 2019 Regular Meeting Minutes. 
 
2-1 #10229, An Order Appropriating $400,000.00 from Free Cash to Greenwood Pool Demolition 

Account (In City Council and Referred to Finance, 1/6/2020). 
 
2-2 #10230, An Order Appropriating $95,500.00 from Sewer Surplus to Sewer Capital Project 

Pump Station Upgrades Expense (In City Council and Referred to Finance, 1/6/2020). 
 
3-1 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Priya Gandbhir to the position of 

Assistant City Solicitor for term expiring 1/3/2021. 
 
3-2 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Dr. Michele Parker to the position of 

Member, Board of Health, for term expiring 12/31/2022. 
 
3-3 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Robert O’Keefe to the position of 

Information Technology Director for term expiring 1/7/2023. 
 
3-4 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Stephen Hirons to the position of 

Sealer of Weights and Measures for term expiring 1/8/2021. 
 
3-5 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Lindsy Butler to the position of 

Conservation Agent for term expiring 1/8/2023. 
 
4-1 #10226, Correspondence from the Mayor Relative to the Title and Compensation of the 

Executive Secretary (Introduced under New Business and referred to Finance, 12/16/2019; More time 
granted, 1/6/2020). 

 
4-2 An Ordinance Amending the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171 Thereof, Entitled 

“Personnel” to change Article IX. Vacations for City Officers and Employees, Section 171-36, 
Other full-time officers and employees; and, by adding new Section 171-37 (a) Conservation/ 
Planning Agent, providing for additional vacation leave.  

 
 
 



 
 
4-3 An Ordinance Amending the Code of the City of Gardner, Chapter 171 Thereof, Entitled 

“Personnel” to change Article XIII. Department Head Benefit Time and Longevity Pay, Section 
171-53, Vacation, providing for additional vacation leave.  

 
5-1 #10231, A Measure Authorizing the City to Enter in Contracts not-to-exceed 5 Years for School 

Transportation Services (In City Council and Referred to Finance, 1/6/2020). 
 
5-2 An Order Relative to the March 3, 2020 Presidential Primary. 
 
5-3 A Measure Authorizing the FY2020 Community Development Block Grant Mini-

Entitlement Plan. 
 
6-1 A Measure Authorizing an Eighth Amendment to the April 9, 1968 Lease Between the 

City and Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital (Ref: Council Calendar No. 10119). 
 
6-2  A Measure Authorizing an Easement Relocation Agreement Between the City of Gardner 

and Massachusetts Electric Company (Ref: Finance Committee Agenda Item No. 6-1).  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 

Items listed on the Agenda are those reasonably anticipated by the Chair to be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in 
fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 
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The Finance Committee meeting was called to order by Council President Scott Joseph Graves 
at 12:00 p.m. in the City Council Chamber, Room 219, City Hall.  Finance Committee Members 
Councillors Ronald Cormier and James Walsh were also present.  
 

Others participating were Mayor Mark Hawke; City Auditor John Richard; Denise Merriam; 
and, City Clerk Alan Agnelli.   
 

President Graves asked if anyone present planned to record the meeting, in accordance with 
the requirements of the Open Meeting Law, as follows: 
 

Any person may make a video or audio recording of the open session of this meeting so long as 
it does not interfere with the conduct of the meeting.  All documents and exhibits used or 
referenced at this meeting shall be submitted in duplicate to the City Clerk, as they become 
part of the minutes of the meeting. Is there anyone present who will be recording this meeting? 

 

No one responded.  
 

1-1 Reading and Approval of Minutes of Prior Meeting. 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
it was voted to approve the Minutes of the November 27, 2019 Regular Meeting, as 
printed. 

 
2-1 An Order Appropriating $100,000.00 from Free Cash to Special Purpose Stabilization
 Fund for Vehicles. 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
it was voted to recommend to the City Council that the following Order ought to pass: 
   

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO SPECIAL PURPOSE 
STABILIZATION FUND FOR VEHICLES. 

 

ORDER:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars and No Cents ($100,000.00) from Free Cash to the Special Purpose Stabilization 
Fund for Vehicles. 

 

2-2 An Order Appropriating $41,000.00 from Free Cash to Elections & Registrations, Salary 
& Wages.  
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
it was voted two (2) in favor, Councillors Cormier and Walsh, one (1) abstention, 
President Graves, to recommend to the City Council that the following Order ought to 
pass: 

 

AN ORDER APPROPRIATING FROM FREE CASH TO ELECTIONS AND 
REGISTRATIONS. 

 

ORDER:  That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of Forty-one Thousand and 
No Cents ($41,000.00) from Free Cash to Elections and Registration. 
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3-1 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Denise Merriam to Member, 
Cemetery Commission, for term expiring 12/5/2021. 

 Councillor James Walsh noted that Ms. Merriam would be replacing Ludger Robichard, 
who recently passed away.   

 

 Mayor Hawke informed the Committee that Ms. Merriam’s retirement isn’t imminent, 
but she would serve the Commission well since she has worked with the Cemetery 
Commission and Municipal Grounds Commission for many years.    

 

 On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, 
it was voted to recommend to the City Council to confirm the Mayor’s Appointment 
of Denise Merriam to Member, Cemetery Commission, for term expiring 12/5/2021. 
 

3-2 A Measure Confirming the Mayor’s Appointment of Denise Merriam to Member, 
Municipal Grounds Commission, for term expiring 12/5/2022. 

 On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
it was voted to recommend to the City Council to confirm the Mayor’s Appointment 
of Denise Merriam to Member, Municipal Grounds Commission, for term expiring 
12/5/2022. 

 

6-1 A Measure Authorizing an Eighth Amendment to the April 9, 1968 Lease Between the 
City and Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital (Ref: Council Calendar No. 10119). 
The Committee postponed further action on the Lease until Attorney Phillips 
completes additional research. 

 

6-2  A Measure Authorizing an Easement Relocation Agreement Between the City of 
Gardner and Massachusetts Electric Company (Ref: Finance Committee Agenda No. 6-1).  
The Committee postponed further action on the Easement until Attorney Phillips 
completes additional legal research.  
 

6-3 A Measure Accepting a Deed in Lieu of Foreclosure from the Greater Gardner 
Community Development Corporation for two abutting parcels of land off Temple Street, 
being identified as Parcel ID R22-20-15A & R22-20-15B. 
The Mayor informed the Committee that the Greater Gardner Community 
Development Corporation “is all but dissolved” and that NewVue Communities has 
taken over the CDC’s role.     
 

President Graves noted that the correspondence seeking the City Council’s action 
originated from the Law Department and not from the Mayor. 
 

Councillor Walsh stated that as a policy matter, the Law Department has no role. 
 

President Graves said that he is getting the feeling that the Law Department would be 
taking over the Mayor’s role during the transition. 
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Councillor Walsh stated that, on the merits of the measure, that unpaid taxes on the 
parcels amount to about $12,000 and that the assessed values of the parcels equal $3,200.  
He asked if the parcels are “buildable.” 
 

Mayor Hawke responded, saying that each parcel is approximately one-third of an acre 
and if connected with an adjoining parcel that recently was sold for $1,000 through the 
City’s Tax Title auction, then the entire lot “would be buildable.”     

 

On a motion by Councillor Ronald Cormier and seconded by Councillor James Walsh, 
it was voted to recommend to the City Council that it adopt the following: 
 

DEED IN LIEU OF FORECLOSURE 
 

Greater Gardner Community Development Corporation, a Massachusetts Corporation, 
having an address at 470 Main Street, Fitchburg, Massachusetts (“Grantor”), for 
consideration paid and in full consideration of ONE ($1.00) DOLLAR, grants to the City 
of Gardner, having an address of 95 Pleasant Street, Gardner, Massachusetts 
(“Grantee”), with QUITCLAIM COVENANTS, the property described on Schedule A 
attached hereto (the “Property”). 

 

This Deed in Lieu Foreclosure (The “Deed”) is delivered in satisfaction of any taxes 
owed to the Grantee in connection with the Property, and Grantee acknowledges that 
Grantor shall have no further obligations with respect to any taxes owed to the Grantee 
on the Property. 

 

This conveyance is made subject to, and with the benefit of, all easements, covenants 
and restrictions of record, to the extent in force and applicable. 

 

This conveyance does not constitute a sale of all or substantially all of the assets of the 
Grantor in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

For Grantor’s title see deed(s) recorded with the Worcester Registry of Deeds in Book 
47019, Page 329. 

 

EXHIBIT A 
 

The Land in Gardner, Worcester County, located on Temple Place and being Lots B & 
C on a Plan entitled “Revised Plan of Lots for Brian & Kathleen F. McCarthy” recorded 
with the Worcester South District Registry of Deeds, Plan Book 764 Plan 15, which 
Plan may be referred to for a more definite description together with all other rights 
incidental thereto. 

 

Meaning and intending to include the same property conveyed to Grantor in deed from 
Lowell Cooperative Bank dated January 20, 2011 and recorded in Book 47019, Page 
329. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion by Councillor James Walsh and seconded by Councillor Ronald Cormier, it was 
voted to adjourn at 12:30 p.m. 
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